io6   GREAT EDUCATORS OF THREE CENTURIES

inner conflicts pervade the writings of France, Germany,
England, and America. Likewise, the descriptions of
scenery and natural environment, and of the charm of
the country, mountains, and lakes in literature, and the
love for the natural, picturesque, and rural in art and
architecture, largely find their beginnings in Rousseau's
naturalism.

His Influence upon Educational Theory and Practice

But he has         But  the  most  complete  revolution  and  the  most

u- potent effects of Rousselianism appear in educational
theory and practice. Few men have had as great an
k^1161106 UPOD t^ie organization, method, and content of
education. Although his mission was largely to destroy
traditionalism, and most of the specific features of his
naturalism have in time been modified or rejected,
many of the important principles in modern pedagogy
go back to him. His criticism caused men to rush to
the defense of existing systems, and when they failed
in their attempts to reinstate them, they undertook the
construction of something better. In the first place,
his attitude toward the artificial, superficial, and in-
human society of the times led him to oppose its arbi-
trary authority and guidance of education according to
an unnatural and traditional organization. He advo-
cated the virtues of the primitive man and a simpler